
SMA-GHANA NEWSLETTER

4TH EDITION        SEPT 2022
VENERABLE BISHOP MELCHOIR DE 
MARION BRESILLAC(FOUNDER OF SMA)

of the arrival of the first SMA missionaries and 
the establishment of the church in Ghana

T H E M E      S M A- G H A N A ,  1 4 0  Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E  T O  T H E  G O S P E L

“ . . . G o  i n t o  a l l  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  p r e a c h  t h e  g o s p e l  t o  e v e r y  c r e a t u r e s ” ( M k  1 6 : 1 5 )

“ C e a s e  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  G o s p e l ”  ( Ve n .  B i s h o p  M e l c h o i r  d e  M a r i o n  B r e s i l l a c )

EDITORIAL

This year 2022 marks 140 years of the sewing of the seed of Catholicism in Kumasi, the capital of the Ashanti 
region. In 1882 which is 2 years after the arrival of the first 2 missionaries of the SMA, Fr. Auguste Moreau, 
SMA from France embarked on a long journey from Elmina to Kumasi to see the possibility of establishing a 
mission on Asante soil. On arrival, he was warmly welcomed by the then Asante King, Otumfuo Osei Bonsu 
and his people and with their permission started Catholic evangelism in Kumasi. The Catholic faith spread 
rapidly throughout the Ashanti Region and its surrounding regions. The little seed of faith planted by Fr. 
Moreau has grown into a mighty tree and bore fruits in thousand folds. 

Kumasi has grown to become an Archdiocese that is being headed and managed by indigenous people. 
Furthermore, other dioceses have also been created out of the then vast Kumasi diocese for the surrounding 
regions which together form an Ecclesiastical Province. As we celebrate and pay homage to the life and 
achievement of FR. Auguste Moreau, SMA and all the early missionaries, may we be inspired by their singular 
faith and heroic sacrifices, so that we too may inspire the next generation through our lives and witness.

140TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF KUMASI

ST. PETER’S CATHEDRAL BASILICA – FIRST 
SMA CATHOLIC CHURCH BUILT IN KUMASI



ANNIVERSARY ACTIVITIES

Activity to commemorate the historic visit of Fr. Auguste Moreau, SMA to Kumasi: 

1 Priestly ordination of SMA and diocesan priests in Kumasi on 9th  July 2022

2 2 days Academic Conference in collaboration with KNUST and Book Launch
on 18th-19th January 2023 

3 Mission animation and vocation promotion in different parishes 
established by the SMA in Ashanti

4 Unveiling and sod cutting of anniversary project (a clinic in Akokoamong, 
Asokore Mampong) in Kumasi

5 Visit to the Manhyia Palace

6 A spiritual pilgrimage from Elmina to Kumasi in June 2023

CELEBRATION
AT COMBRE

On 19th June 2022 at Combres in France, 
the people of Combre, together with the 
priests and religious and the SMA held a 
ceremony to honor Fr. Auguste Moreau, 
SMA who is the pioneer missionary to Gold 
Coast now Ghana, and a native of Combre. 
Present at the ceremony was the provincial 
superior of the SMA Ghana Province – Rev. 
Fr. Paul Ennin. The Church of Combre was 
decorated with some Ghanaian artifacts 
to mark this occasion and to celebrate Fr. 
Moreau’s connection to Ghana. During the 
Mass, Rev. Fr. Paul Ennin paid glowing tribute 
to Fr. Moreau who from this small town in 
France was able to extend the Catholic faith 
to a whole nation. It was indeed a remarkable 
and inspiring occasion



O R D I N A T I O N S

This year 2022, the SMA was blessed with the priestly ordination of Fr. Vincent Amissah 
Domfeh. The celebration took place at the St. Peter’s Minor Basilica in Kumasi, together 
with 4 other candidates from the Archdiocese of Kumasi. Fr. Vincent Domfeh, SMA is from 
Wenchi in the Diocese of Sunyani and has been assigned to Togo for mission. 
We were also blessed with the diaconate ordination of Rev Samuel Hagan in Abidjan- 
Cote D’Ivoire, where he is currently having his studies. 

SEMINARIANS OF GHANA PROVINCE - DIFFERENT LEVELS OF STUDENTS

Venerable De Marion Bresillac  said, “the mission will continue as long as there is a 
willingness and you are that willingness.”
The SMA Ghana province continues to grow in numbers as three brothers were received 
into the society as temporary members. They took their temporary oath of membership on 
25th June 2022  after completing their spiritual year program in Calavi – Benin Republic. 
Five other brothers also renewed their temporary oaths and were admitted to theology 
in various institutions. 
Two brothers are preparing to start their spiritual year program later in the year while 10 
students are in philosophy and 5 are having their pastoral year and 2 are already in their 
theological studies.

REV. FR. VINCENT AMISSAH 
DOMFEH, SMA



The SMA Ghana province has returned to the Catholic Diocese of Goaso after its long departure from the 
Diocese. The Bishop of Goaso Most Rev. Peter Attuahene welcomed the SMA and assigned them to Sacred 
Heart Parish in Techimantia. Techimantia is a big farming community in Ahafo region. They have a vibrant 
parish community with 10 outstations dispersed in the surrounding villages. Fr Dennis Etti, SMA the vice 
Provincial Superior of the Ghana Province is the Parish Priest of this new mission. 

TECHIMANTIA MISSION



Your holy service to the Lord touches so 
many hearts and inspires so many lives. 
May God’s goodness and kindness be with 
you on this special day and all the days of 
your life. God bless you and may He keep 
you safe in the palm of His hand. 

“Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, “Receive the holy Spirit.”
 (Jn 20:21–22)

2 5 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y 

25TH PRIESTLY ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS OF MOST REV. DENNIS 
AGBENYADZI,SMA AND VERY REV. FR. 

CHARLES OWUSU- ANSAH, SMA.

Congratulations on this wonderful occasion. 
You have been a wonderful Priest and 
spiritual guide to us all, and we greatly 
appreciate your humility throughout these 
years and your friendship with confères. We 
are privileged to have you and are incredibly 
proud of your achievement! Wishing you 
every happiness and success in the years 
ahead. May God bless you and keep you 
safe in the mission entrusted to you.

REV. FR. CHARLES
OWUSU-ANSAH, SMA

MOST REV. DENNIS 
AGBENYAZI, SMA

BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF BERBERATI, 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC



BRESILLAC 
CATHOLIC
SCHOOL

The SMA Ghana Province in its endeavor to provide 
a holistic education, opened the Bresillac Catholic 
School at Oshuiman- Amamoley. The school opened 
for enrollment of students on the 18th of January 2022 
with a short blessing ceremony by Rev Fr. Paul Saa-
Dade Ennin, SMA, Provincial Superior accompanied 
by other SMA Priests and Rev. Sister Doris Gyan 
Benneh, OLA, the Headmistress of the school. The 
grand opening of the school building is scheduled for 
3rd December 2022.



The pastoral care of the “hearing impaired”, a brand new 
ministry, has been launched in Accra by the Provincial 
of the SMA in Ghana, on Sunday, November 22, 2020.
Go therefore, make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit (Mt 28:19). 

The vision of this new ministry is to build a foundation 
for an inclusive community that respects and 
recognizes humanity rather than the socio-economic 
and physical status of individuals. 
As far as its mission is concerned, members of St Martin 
Deaf Ministry commit themselves to reaching out and 
facilitating the integration process of persons with 
hearing difficulty through evangelization, education, 
and empowerment. 
To lead this new ministry, Rev. Fr. YAO Kouamé René 
Dan (SMA) has been appointed to be its first Chaplain 
and the latter works with a modest team of 7 members 
made up of both Deaf and hearing people

ST. MARTIN’S 
DEAF MINISTRY

To achieve this mission, a vibrant appeal is launched 
to all people of goodwill to join the boat as we reach 
out to our brothers and sisters of the deaf community, 
marginalised for so long.

REV. FR. YAO KOUAME 
RENE DAN SMA

MINISTRATION TO THE DEAF AND
BLIND UNIT AT AKUAPEM MAMPONG.



VISIT OF FR. PIJPERS, 
FR. MULDERS, FR. NOOM 
AND FR. VALENTINE

In June 2022, we were blessed with the visit of some elderly missionaries from the Dutch Province of the 
SMA. Fr. Mulders and Fr. Noom. These missionaries worked in Ghana in the 1960s  and 1970s till their 
departure in the late 2000s.

Fr. Mulders worked in Dzelukope in the Diocese of Ho and later at Madina in Accra Archdiocese and 
later became superior of the then Ghana region. Fr. Noom worked in the Diocese of Obuasi and was 
the first formator and superior of the formation house in Sowutuom- Accra, Whilst FR. Valentine spent 

most of his years in Obuasi area. They undertook a commemorative visit to Ghana to see the fruits of their 
labor many years ago. They were pleased and full of joy as they visited Missions, schools, priests, and friends 
they had encountered during their long stay in Ghana. 

P art of their visit was to attend the 40th anniversary celebration of the Queen of Peace Co-orperative 
Union which was established in Madina Parish Community when Fr. Mulders SMA, was the then 
Parish Priest. Today, their aim of helping parishioners and the people of Madina have a safe place to 

save their hard-earned money and gather the resources of parishioners to help one another, has grown 
beyond borders.



The Provincial Superior, Rev. Fr Paul Saa-Dade Ennin, SMA visited Holland after the Plenary Council, 
from the 13th -17th of June 2022. It was the occasion to meet some of the confreres working 
in Amsterdam with the African community where Fr. Emmanuel Andoh, SMA (Ghana) is the 
Parish Priest. He also interacted with Frs Augustin N’dah SMA (Benin) and Alan de Guzman SMA 
(Philippines) who are also involved in the apostolate to the African migrants. While in Amsterdam 
Fr. Paul met the Board Members of Sokpo Foundation to discuss areas of collaboration with 
St. Martin’s Deaf Ministry. He also held discussions with the Dutch Provincial Superior, Fr. Jos 
Pijpiers and the coordinator of the SMA lay missionary program Ms. Liesbeth on strengthening 
the lay program and other sectors of cooperation. The visit also afforded Fr. Paul to visit Cadier 
en Keer in order to greet the retired missionaries and to pay homage to those who dedicated 
their whole life to the missions and now resting at the SMA cemetery. The latest to be laid to 
rest there is Fr. Koos Janssen SMA. Their good and heroic works live on after them.
I am grateful to all who made my visit a memorable one

PROVINCIAL VISIT TO HOLLAND



Hi, I am Perpetual Kabotey. I am pleased to be joining 
the Development Office of the SOMPA NGO team as 
Programs Officer. 
Having worked with NGOs and other reputable 
institutions over the past seven (7) years, I bring 
on board my knowledge, skills, and passion to the 
mission of causing a change and impacting the lives 
of community members through SOMPA integrative 
Community Development Projects.

INTRODUCTION 
OF PERPETUAL
KABOTEY

Hope for life Association on Saturday, April 30, 
and Sunday, May 1, 2022, held its fourth exhibition 
program for artisans with disabilities in Accra. The 
event which took place at Christ the King Catholic 
Church Cantonment is an annual exhibition exercise 
to promote and advertise the goods and services 
of members, to improve their living conditions. 
The 2022 edition of the program provided a platform 
for 60 persons with disabilities to exhibit various 
products and services. The two days exhibition saw 
a lot of support and participation from the SMMC 
Sisters and the SMA Fathers and some members 
of their Church communities as well as well-wishes.

HOPE FOR LIFE 
EXHIBITION 



INTRODUCING BEATA MEDIA

The Beata SMA Media is an online platform to proclaim the Good News. Beata, meaning blessed 
is derived from Latin Beatus. On this platform, we will discuss the mission of the Society of African 
Missions (SMA), the achievements of SMA Ghana province, and religious programs such as Holy 
Mass, Pastoral Sharing, Daily Reflections, and discussions on topical subjects among others.
The Beata SMA Media has two platforms, radio and online that telecast our programs. Since its 
inception in March 2022, Beata SMA Media has been publishing Sunday reflections. Also, a Beata 
radio application has been developed and it is available on the Google play store for people to 
download. The responses and patronage to our telecasts have been massive. We have received 
much appreciative feedback from people. Notwithstanding, we have started advertising Beata 
SMA Media on various Social Media Platforms. The Beata SMA Media will uniquely showcase the 
Ghanaian Catholic Faithful’s programmes in other local languages.



The Province has accepted a new mission in Likpe-
Mate in the Ho diocese. Since September 3rd, Fr. 
F. Gbortsu, SMA has been in Likpe to prepare the 
way for Frs. Samuel Mwangi (Kenya) and Auracio 
Teghui (Togo) who have been appointed to the new 
mission. We pray for a fruitful mission.

ON TRANSFER FROM THE PROVINCE 

TRANSFERS

Name From Destination

Fr. Solomon Arthur, 
SMA 

Ghana Lyon Province 

Fr. Mark Gebe, SMA Ghana Strasbourg

NEW ARRIVALS IN THE PROVINCE

A RETURN TO HO DIOCESE

FR. THAPPETA 
RAJA RATHNAM,SMA                       

FR. SAMUEL 
MWANGI, SMA

NEW ARRIVALS

- INDIA - KENYA



Divine Encounter started off as one of 
the monthly Pastoral needs for the 
Catholic Faithful at the SMA Chapel at 

Amamoley Queen of Africa Catholic Church 
but the program has now developed into a fast-
growing most sort after spiritual movement 
and is now seeing participation from across 
the country with some even coming from the 
neighboring country, Togo.

This simple spiritual program, led by 
Rev. Fr. Amos Kwabena Quansah, SMA 
is held on the last Saturday of every 

month, from 9am -4pm with Intercessory 
prayers, Holy Mass, Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, followed by Adoration/ Prayers 
and Ministration.

MOMENTS OF DIVINE 
ENCOUNTER PROGRAM

To God be the glory, the program 
has impacted many lives beyond 
human understanding. The

team were at Techimentia and Kumasi 
Adukrom in August 2022 for a 3 days 
crusade.The ministry is hoping to 

reach all SMA parishes across the country.



IN MEMORIAM

LIST OF MEMBERS  NAME  OF RELATIVE

Mother of Fr. Samuel Agbeme, 
SMA

Mrs. Vincentia Debia Bani Agbeme

Mother of Fr. Hope Klutsey, 
SMA 

Madam Elizabeth Adzo Aglagoh 

Mother and   Father of
Seminarian Robert Opoku

Mother:Madam Gladys Opoku
Father: Mr. Joseph Opoku Bediako.

Brother of Fr. James Owusu-
Yeboah, SMA

Mr. Augustin Debrah-Yeboah

Brother of Fr. Joseph Donfe, 
SMA

Mr. Stephen Acheampong 

Sister of  Fr. Joe-Mary Yamoah, 
SMA

Mrs. Benedicta Yamoah Akrasy 

Father of Valentine Fadegnon, 
SMA

 Mr. Cyrille Fadegnon

Father of Rev. Sr. 
Doris Benneh Gyan

Nana Julius Arthur Bediako



SMA PROVINCIAL HOUSE,  
OSHUIMAN-AMAMOLEY ESTATE,
P.O.BOX AH 274,  ACHIMOTA, 
ACCRA , GHANA

secprovsmagh@gmail.com
provsupsmagh@gmail.com
www.smaghanaprovince.org
+233 541931560 || +233 240282387

 » Mid- Mandate Assembly
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ANNOUNCEMENTS


